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Newsletter: April 2021
Angel in the Nursery

Jacqueline Rudisell-Scott

By Regina Canuso, MS, RN
I am nominating Ms. Jacqueline Rudisell-Scott for Angel in the Nursery
recognition, for her many years working with young children and their
families, what she calls her “passion and love”. She began her early
childhood career in 1976, working at Upstate Hospital's childcare
center, eventually moving on to be a teacher in PEACE, Inc. Head
Start, starting in 1989, where she worked for 11 years. She then
created and ran her own childcare program, known as Shining Stars,
for six years, but left when offered a newly created position at PEACE,
Inc. Early Head Start to work with a new pilot initiative: working with
parents (including pregnant women) incarcerated at the Jamesville
Correctional Facility… Read more

Policy Update

The American Rescue Plan Invests in Babies,
Toddlers, and Families
The American Rescue Plan, passed by Congress on March 10th,
2021, provides needed assistance to families with young children and
lays the groundwork for long-term policies to support families of color
and low-income families. Myra Jones-Taylor, PhD, the chief policy
officer at Zero to Three, praised the plan stating “We at Zero to Three
are thrilled that our leaders have shown families we have their backs
by passing President Biden’s historic and compassionate American
Rescue Plan”. In March 2020, Zero to Three designated 5 areas of
need for babies and recently they developed a graphic to explain how
the American Rescue Plan addresses these critical needs. Take a look
to understand this new plan and how it impacts your families and
clients.

Review

Bank Street Infancy Institute: Racial
Consciousness and Social Justice

By Margie Brickley, MSEd, IMHE® IV
The Bank Street Infancy Institute, "Racial Consciousness and Social
Justice", was held on March 19th and 20th using a virtual format which
allowed the 300 participants to join from all over the country. The
keynote speaker was Ijumaa Jordan, an early childhood consultant,
and the topic was positive racial identity for infants, toddlers and twos.
She started by debunking developmental myths about race, racism
and babies… Read more.

NYC Policy Discussion

Babies Can’t Wait Mayoral Candidates Forum

By Priscilla Lincoln, PhD, PMHNP
On Thursday, April 7, 2021, Power of Two, RiseBoro Community
Partnership and the New York Zero-to-Three Network co-sponsored a
“Babies Can’t Wait” Mayoral Forum on the issues affecting children
and families in New York City. Understanding the importance of a
child’s early years, Power of Two's Executive Director and NYZTT
Board Member, Erasma Beras-Monticciolo, asked each candidate to
describe their vision for a city government infrastructure that fully
addresses the many intersectional needs of marginalized
communities, inclusive of the voices of BIPOC and Latinx families that
includes an equitable system to start all babies on the path to happy
and healthy growth. Read more.

Upcoming Workshop

Talking with Young Children About Race and
Racism
Presented by Tonia Spence, LCSW, MSEd
4/28/21, 12pm to 1pm
Young children ask BIG
questions. How can we prepare
ourselves and support children
when they ask Big questions
about race, racism and/or
differences? The seeds planted
at a young age spring up and
grow. What can we do as adults
to give children the tools and
encouragement to dialogue
about these Big questions?
More info and registration here.

Upcoming Workshop

Trauma Informed Systems for Young Children
and Their Families
Presented by Erum Nadeem, PhD
5/11/21, 12pm to 1pm
There has been increased
awareness of the impact of
trauma and adverse childhood
experiences on children and
families, experiences that often
disproportionately impact
communities of color. This
workshop reviews the existing
research on how trauma impacts
learning and development, and
core principles of creating
trauma-informed systems and
support for children and families.
Strategies for supporting
caregivers of young children will
be discussed. More info and
registration here.
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